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Man Suffocates
in Two Bodysuits
New York — A man in his mid-twenties was found

collapsed in the stairwell of a walk-up on East 32nd

Street. He failed to respond to treatment and later

died in hospital. The police have not yet released his

identity, pending notification of next of kin.

A preliminary autopsy revealed that the unknown male was in

fact wearing no less than two of the new Alter-Ego bodysuits,

one over the other. Specifications for the product clearly state

that the bodysuits cannot be combined in this way, although the

consequences of doing so are not given·perhaps because the

company itself does not know. A spokeswoman for Alter-Ego

was contacted for this article, but declined to comment.

The cutting-edge technology used by Alter-Ego has resulted in

bodysuits suitable for long-term wear, and which mimic the

physical characteristics of the human body to a level of detail

never before achieved. The wearer is indistinguishable from a

normal person, even to the touch·which has led to concerns

about the bodysuits being used by criminals to impersonate

others. In the past the company has denied that its products have

ever been used to break the law.

It is often said that the human body needs to „breathe‰ through

its skin. This is not literally true, but refers to the fact that our

body temperature is regulated by an exchange of heat with the

our surroundings, through sweating and the movement of air

across the skin. To this end the surface of an Alter-Ego bodysuit

is permeable, to allow the passage of water vapor and hence

heat. This is a key innovation in allowing the new bodysuits to

be worn for weeks or even months at a time. However, the heat

exchange mechanism is not as efficient as human skin itself, and

the specifications warn the user to avoid dehydration.

The coroners office stated that anyone wearing two bodysuits at

the same time would suffer a significant decline in their ability

to regulate their core temperature, which could lead to drastic

dehydration, which could in turn trigger a heart attack. This is

no different than a person being wrapped in plastic, perhaps for

the purpose of sex play, which has in the past led to fatalities.

The police would not speculate as to what might have caused

the man to put on a second bodysuit, in spite of clear warnings

not to do so. But an officer close to the investigation, speaking

off the record, confirmed that foul play is suspected.

A source in the coroners office stated, also off the record, that

one of the bodysuits·the one on the inside·was female. It is

not known why a man would wear a female bodysuit, thereby

becoming a woman for all intents and purposes, and then put on

a male bodysuit over that. He must have known that it would be

advisable to first remove the female bodysuit.

In addition, it is thought that both bodysuits were custom-made

to mimic specific people. Police sources have confirmed that the

individuals involved have been identified. Two people, a man

and a woman, have been located and questioned in conjunction

with this case. An arrest is expected to follow.  �
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